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THE HOLDING AND THE LETTING GO

On Children - ‘The Prophet’ Kahlil Gibran
Your children are not your children.  They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself.  They come through you but not from you, and though they are with you yet they belong not to you.
You may give them your love but not your thoughts, for they have their own thoughts.
You may house their bodies but not their souls, for their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.
You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you.  For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.
You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent forth.
The archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite, and He bends you with His might 
that His arrows may go swift and far.
Let your bending in the archer's hand be for gladness; for even as He loves the arrow that flies, so He loves also the bow that is stable.          
                                                                                                                          
ADVENTURE / ANTICIPATION / APPREHENSION / DEAR GOD… INSTRUCT THEM / STRENGTHEN THEM / DELIGHT THEM / BEFRIEND THEM / GUARD THEM / LOVE THEM

Ours are Children of the Light.   Year 5 buddies will hand out candle gifts to parents. 

A Parent’s Prayer on Sending Children to School

Thank you, God, for your Spirit growing in (say your child’s name aloud).
Thank you for their curiosity and creativity, for their energy and imagination,
for their ability to make friends and work and play with others.
As I send them to school, give me grace to let go, making room for this year’s new teachers and new friends. 
Help me to trust that you will always be close to them. 
Keep them safe. Stretch their spirit and feed their mind
with everything that is wise and good and holy,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

*******************************
To love a child is to always lose and to always gain, to work toward the shaping of a future man or woman, an adult who will one day leave the child behind.

And by the time the child is grown, you’ve given and lost until you’ve breathed its rhythm as God breathes our lives. Sunrise, Sunset. First day of school. Last day of school. And all the holding and letting go in-between.
