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                                                                                                                                                                  1.15pm Friday 20th March 2020
Dear Parents, 
COVID – 19 UPDATE:  CLARIFICATION ON SCHOOL CLOSURE FROM MONDAY 23rd MARCH 2020

Thank you for your patience on a really very challenging day.  Particular thanks for those who have sent in messages of thanks and support – you have no idea how much they are valued right now!

The purpose of this letter is to clarify with you all the Local Authority and Government guidelines over two main points – 
· Identification of pupils whose parents are key workers
· Our school approach to supporting learning from home
The most important message we have as school is the importance of social distancing at this time and the very clear government guidance in relation to this. 
Everyone should be minimising social contact to reduce the risk of spreading the virus and therefore should stay at home if you can. If you have to attend work and also need to send your child to school because you are a key worker and there is no-one to be with them, then you need to let us know. 

We ask that all parents/carers read the social distancing guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults

Firstly, for the majority of students, on Monday the school will be closed in line with the government guidance that was published on Wednesday 18 March by the Secretary of State.  The key message is that for all parents your child does not have to attend school, in fact if there is any other way of looking after your child, please use this before using the school.  We need to stop the spread of the virus and can only do so if we all work together.

We have now received guidance from central government in relation to the ‘Key Workers’ and are asking for your support as we identify those pupils where educational provision will need to be maintained. We want our school to remain open for those identified but also need to manage the staff we have that come under the ‘vulnerable’ group category and therefore will need to work from home alongside those staff that may need to self-isolate for a period of time.

It is therefore really important that we support the families of those whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or whose work is in one of the critical sectors listed below, and you cannot keep your child safe at home.  

If you can keep your child safe at home and have practical arrangements to do so, we fully support this and this will support us in supporting others.  If you are a key worker and are working from home, you may also be in a position where your child does not need to come to school also.   

We are strongly encouraging parents, wherever possible, working in these sectors, where your child can be safely kept at home, to do so.  Where you are only one key worker and your partner is not, there is an expectation, in the first instance that partners provide childcare.

We are also as a school providing provision for students who are supported by social care, those with safeguarding and welfare needs, including child in need plans, on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ children, young carers, disabled children and those with education, health and care (EHC) plans.

If you are a parent/carer that comes under the key worker criteria above and are unable to keep your child safe at home we will provide educational provision in our school on Monday for them.  We will need confirmation from your employer that, based on business continuity arrangements, your specific role is necessary for the continuation of this essential public service.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]This information is needed for recording purposes which I am sure you will understand.  We accept that for frontline NHS workers, this may not be viable by Monday and we will accept this retrospectively.  

We would like to make those attending on Monday aware that the provision will look different, as we will be working with reduced staff and may be only opening part of the building, which will mean that pupils will be working with students from other year groups.  Thank you for your understanding with this.

For the majority of pupils, we will be developing some resources remotely that pupils can then access at home.  We will provide updates on content and links through our school website where material can be found.  We may signpost to other national and local resources as these are developed also.  

Yours sincerely,


Rita E. McLoughlin

Rita E. McLoughlin
Executive Headteacher
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